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KANNAGI, a gem of a housewife, a paragon of ehastity*, 
has been immortalized in the pages of SfLAPPADt- 
KAARAM , the famous Tamil epic of lla ngo, the Chera 
prince-turned-ascetic. It is the story of a clash between 
three ankfets: the anklet of the home, the anklet of the 
stage, and the anklet of the palace 

An ill-fated housewife, KANNAGI loses her husband, 
KOVALAN, to the art of a dancer, MADHAVf, and finds him 
again only to lose him to the blind iaw of aking. Her story is 
set in the three ancient ctties of South India—POOMPUHAR 
the Chola Capital where she grew up; MADURAI the Pandya 
Capital where she feil; and VANJI the Chera Capital which 
placed her on a pedestaf. 

The epic is a rich record of a great civilisation, vivid with 
descriptions of edifices shrines. docks, market-places, 
squares, of laws and rituals, of "Natya Shastra!' (Science of 
Dance), musicology and musical instruments of the day* 
Known for its high dramatic content, SfLAPPADIKAARAM 
is a shining jewel in Tamil literature, 

The memory of liango and his immortal classic has recently 
been perpetuated by the Tamil Nadu Government by erect* 
ing, at Kaveri palti nam, a magnificent seven-story art gallery, 
SUappadikaaram Kafa/koodam, in ancient Dravidiøn 
architectural style. The structure narrates the story in stone 
carvings* 
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UWNDSOME KOVALAN AND QWET. CHARM/N& KANNA3I, 
'OF ft /V !CRCHRNT CL AN IN THE CHOLR KjN6DQM, 

Vf£E mRRJED W/TH POfAP AND CAPEN] ONY. 
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LET US SO TO 
MV GRAND* 
PARENTS FIRST. 


NOW SO > 

and seek 

THE SLESS- 
I NØS OF 
THE ELDERS 


DON’T FORSET 
TO SPARE SOME 
TIME FOR TOUR 
FRIENDS,TOO. j 


I WISH YOU 
JOV AND 
PR05PERITV. 


I fl S THE COUPLE 
\TdME OUT - 


r SHALLI SUGGEST 
A NAME FOR TOUR 
FIRST CHILD? jl 


i wouldn’t 

BLAAAE Hl AA 
IF HE DID. , 







































AS VOU WI5H 
, N\Y LORD. J 


CftNNflGI, SHALL WE 
TAKE A WflLK BY v 
THE RIVER? 


NO, AS YOU \ 
jVt&H.THflT 15 
YYHflT MATTERS 


MONTH LRTER 


tsow we can Buy 

THflT HOUSE 8Y 
|W THE RIVER! j 


fcANNflSI, LISTEN, 
ft HAVE JUST CON 
CLUDED fl DEflL 
pORTH LflKHS / 
OF RUPEES. 


NOU HflVE 8ROU6HT «l£ 

(Lucie. 50 YOU SHflLL ^ 

BE THE MISTRESS Jff 
lOF THE NEW H0U5E. M** 


f DOES THflT 
MEftN WE HflVE 
TO LE AVE YOUR 
V PflRENTS? A 






















































THREE yfflÆS LftT£R. i DURING THE SPRING FEETTIVBL 

f CER.TA 

. TODAY. THEY SflY &HE J I ft& 6 é 

L 16 tieflUTIFUL. V VflSM 
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.IT WHEN KOVftLHN <bhW MftQHftVI PEHFORN) 


VE5.SHE IS V 
BEflUTIFUL. 


U H£ HA&N’T 
ittY TflKEN HIS 
7'.\EVE5 OFF HER 


Ile perfect! her 
TECHNIQUE IS 
i, V PERFECT! . 


WMflT AN 
EXCELLENT 
DANCER! 
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AND WY EMÉRALD NEOC- 
,-flCE A&fl PERSONAL 
rir i TRI BUTE. > 


IflW HONOUREO 
O^OUR MAJE5TY. 


W EXCITED 
kOW)L/irv 
ftND /? QUttT 
tCftlHNfi&l 
WENT HOME. 


I CflN’T FOR6EX 1 
' HER. I MUST 1 
MEET HER ALONE.1 
6UT HOW?WHERE? 


k. 

































































r IS THAT ALL 
ONE NEED DO 
TO &ET HER? 
I’LL BUY IT. A 


euv madhavi’s 
necklace ANØ 

BECOME HER j 
LORD. 


NEXTDflY 


ItOONI.TflKE THIS EMERALD 
fNEClCLflCE AND SELL IT ^ 
fro THE HI&HEST 
BIDDER. ONLY HE \J 
WOULD BE WQRTHY U 
!OF HAVIN6 MADHAVI./A 


r LEAVE IT 
TO ME TO 
CH005E A 
HANDSOME 
RICH MAN. 


I’LL PPW THAT 

and more. 


YOU MUST PAT 11300 
MEA5URES OF 60LD 
COINS.YOUN6 MAN. 


\ONTHS> L 8 TE/S. 


I AM OVERWHELMED 
BY ALL THE LOVE 
AND VYEALTH YOU A 
W SHOWER ON AT, 

"Ts. ME.^scT/iS 


ICANNOT BEAR 
EVEN A DAY’S 
Reparation i 

fFROM vou. / 
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FQOR <ANrSfløl, 
5H£ 15 ALWAYS 
IM TEflRS. > 


ME DOES (NOT 
DESERVE SUCH 
ft 600D WIFE. 


THE CAD HflS TAKEN 
ftWflY ALL HER JEWELS 
V ft IND MOINEY. y 


SEND HI/VI AWAY Y NO.DON’T Sfl 
EVEIN IF HE /THAT.MY HUSØfl 

DOES.YOU flRE /Vl5 MY SOD] 

TOO GOOD / -1 / ■■ i 

FOR HIM. S 1/ 


YOU MLJ5T 
EAT SOM£- 
TH1NG. YOU 
HAVE BEEN 
STARVI N©, 


r FOR WHOM 
SHOULD I LIVE? 
KOVALAIN NEVER 
COftftES HERE. 








































MY DAU©HTee.,flREN’r 
YOL) REflDY?THE 
CRGWD OUT THERE 
(6 5H0UTINS FQR_ YOU. , 


I m IN NO 
MOOD TO 
i OflNCE. j 


:flR5 WENT fly 
ADHflVlj IIWYIER&ED 
/ HER LOVE, NE6- 
\CTEO HER PROFEb 


k/MOOD OR NO 
i MOOD.YOU’LL 
fc. HflVETO. > 


UTTERLV DlSILLUfblONED KOVf)Lf>N 
WftLKED F)WF)V FROM HER FOREVER. 


/£ cwy, WHEN MflDHflV/ 

15 S/M5/M3 FOR KOVfiLftN 


■i m HER.E pind her 

feoNft 15 FOR fl * 
MI55INO LOVER? ) 
hs> &HE VEflRNlN© ) 
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5HE 16 JUST ANOTHER. 
DAINCER. I WflS FOOLISH 
TO HAVE LOST MY HEART 
.TO HER.-TO HAVE 5QUAFT] 
DERED ALL.MY MONEYj 



MEflN W/i/L £, OU TB/DE HIB HOUBE, KftH/Yflå 
VYftB TFIL KINO TO ft FRIEND^J 


i DREAAflT THAT HE CAME 
BACfc TO ME.8UT...HE 
TOOK ME AWAY TO A NEW 
LAND AND... AND THEN 


DON’T PAN1C 
TRUST IN 60DD9 
PARVATI.SHE 
PROTECTTIl 
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SODDESS PflRVflTI 
. HAS BEEN KIND , 
TO ME. si 


I WILL NEVER 
NESLECT YOU 

. a©ain. > 


WV LORD, I STILL HAVE 
m ANIKLETS-THE LA5T 
OF MY JEWELS.WE CflfS- 
. SELL ONE Of THEM.^ 


[yre / 1 |- 

PllNEED SOME" 
KAPITAL TO START 
IWY BUSINESS J 

fe&AIN. 


IT VVILL FETCH A SETTER. ) 


PRICE IN THE MARKETS 
.OF MADURAI .LET U& , 
V. eo THERE. ^ i 


AS YOU WI9H, 
MY LORD.YOU 

know Best.. 
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Eftet-y, the next worninq, tuey ser out for mnpuMi. rowmos eveninq- 


HOW MUCH 1 HN 
MADE YQU &UFF| 
I EM SORRT, 
TCRKI&LY SORffl 


i cflrs’r welk\ 


ANY MORE t MY 
LORD. LET US REST 
. FOR A WHILE. J 


I MOW COU LD I HAVE EVER \ 
FORSflKEN THIS &OOD WOVWM 
FOR -mflT DENCER ! &OOM fJ 
I EARN 50ME MOfNEY,! SHELL 


V DOn’T SflY^ 1 
THAT.YOu HAVE 
COME BACK. TO 
ME. t EM HEPPY. 


MEKE AMEN DS. &HE SHELL 
NEVER KNOW PEIN E6EIN. 
























THI NEKT MORNtN€> 


EOME^fiNNAei.THERE ^ 
FlS fl TE/VIPLE NEAR SV, LET 
U5 PRAV TO THE 6QD- A 
DE SE) THERE. wfi 


l/l r THE TEMPLE 


NO, NOT VET. VOU 
AR£ JUST IN TIME. 


IS THE flflRATI 
v. OVER? . 


SHE SEEM5TO 
8E UNOER A 
DIVINE TRANCE 


huE CONCLUD/N& RITE IN Ri TU BL WORSHIP. 




































































KOVftt-ftN am KftNNmi STEPPED FORWmD TO MftKE : ØHE JS> POJHTINø TO TQU, 

QBBiSmCE TO HER, JUDOEN ty- | -- \ I WONDER. WHflT 5HE i 

1 - - - - 1 00»NG TO 

-;r~ 
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VOU ARE 60 TIMID. > 
COME.LETME FIND 
60ME 600D PEOPLE 
IN WHO&E CARE j 
J C AN LEAVE VOU. / 


IF MftDURfH- 


FLEflSE DON T LEAVE 
[ME AND (30 flWAY, . 


BUT I HAVE TO 
TO THE AflflRKET TO 
6ELL THE ANK LET. Å 



Wæv\ 

Jf/ 

/æ 

I M Mm 


,'11 h 
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THEY Wt /vr TO MfiDflLftN’S, HOU5E 


OON’T LEflVE ME 
k MV LORD. I AM 
AFR.AID. jå 


OF WHflT, 4 
' KANNAøI?theY 
ARE GOOD PEQPLE 
, YOU’LL SE SAFE 
Ik?. WITH THEM. 


W THAN IC TOU, 61 (i 


YOU CAN TELL ME ALL 
ABOUT -VOURSELF Å 
TOMORROW. 

GO NOW Mflfeg s V 
AND REST. /!&, - ’ 


MV W1FE IS TIRED. 


IClLii il«l| I 
























































i’ll Be bBck 
SOON, KANNAGl 


i£ NEW D/)V 


I HAVE SOME 
WORK AT THE 
iMflRKET.StR. 

I’LL FINISH 
I IT BIND 60., 


ITHAT’S NOUR. 
ORV. 60 TO 
IR KIMS. HE 
ILL HELP TCHJ. 


I AWl NERVOUS, < 
IWi LORD,AND 
FRI6HTENE0-MP.V 
600 BE WITH J 
. VOU. 


GO STRfflGHT FOR TWO 
.MILES. THEN TURN TO 
ft THE RIGHT AND TOU 
W WILL COME TO THE 
K STREET WHERE IHE 
^ G0LDSMITH5 LIVE 
AND WORK. ^ 


IR.CAN VOU TELL 
IE WHERE t CflN 
ND fl 60LDSMITH? 


\OV8U\N 8E(bftN 
WLWVG IN THE 
tRECT/ON JONåRDE> 
'H/CH THE MftN 
tB a POINTED. 
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WHEN HE REfiCHED THE STREET OF THE GOLDSM/THS 


SIR, DO YOLI KISOW flNYONE 
WHO WOULD LlfcE TO BLIV 
THI5 flNfcLET? 


THflT MAN 
WOULD.HE IS 
THE QUEÉN’S 
^OOLDSMITH. 


IWOULD 
LIRE TO 
SELL THIS 
ANKLET. 


IT’S EXACTLY LIRE THE QUEEN’S 
ANRLET ! THE ONE MY WIFE Hfl5 61 
YEARNINO FOR. 

r~jS$feApft^PLEflSE^ 

/' J- I WAlT CIFRE \ pgjB 
f'j iWTik WMILE l 

/ Bl * 3 . value it. I F'Wm 


BEflUTlFUL 


l’LU GIVE THE \ 
QUEEN’5 AINRLET V 
TO MY WIFE...FIND 
RETURN THIS ONE 
TO THEQUEEN, 
SWING THffT THIS 
STRANGEE TRI ED f 
TO STEAL IT. V 







































ON’T let this 
I flN OUT OF 
DUR 5ISHT. , 


I SU5PECT HIM OF > 
STEflLIfNG THE QUEEN’S 
flnKLET. f AM GOlMG , 
V TO THE tCING. yi 




f WHV FIRE YOU ^ 



( SO EXCITED, ) 


iI \ 

\MASTER?^/ 



£/ MY LUCKY 

J STAR 6H1ISE5 ^ 
TODAY. BUT I 1 VE | 
SOLD MY SOUL TO 
THE DEVIL . 50 j* 
"K WHAT? ria 


1» 





























































I BROLIGHT BACK THE ANKLET 6ECAU5E 
IT WAE> NOT &AFE IN MY tHOUSE.fl^^ 
THI EF TPI E D TO GTE AL rT BUT 

I CflUGHT HI/VI l/Y 

,C ' ND Re: ' // J/s£' 

\ i H! . m 


eOOO WORK . LET THE 
THIEF BE TAKEN 
V fl WAY AND BEHEflDED. 


CCMEj'/OU Rft&CAL 
YOu HAVE AN ÉYE 
FOR. THE BEGT, 
X. DON’T YOU? j 


IT’5 A PlTY 
THAT THE 
FELLOW HA5 
, TO DIE , 
\ WELL...J 


l f i 


V(_,/ j 


i ' 1 

wT. ; 

\ y/ 

\ 7l\; 

V A r —~ — ^f nai 


JJtL i . j , 

t/ ÉM 


ijti 

Kr^ZmS' Æ 



y Ti jsd 



m 
































f ISN’T HE. 
MADALAIH’5 
GUEST? 

I MU5T 60 
AND TELLHIM 


HE HAS SUCH 
A NOBLE FACE 
wH'f Did he 
S. DO IT? > 


f£ fMN RUSHED TO MfiDRLflN’S HOUSE 


DEAD? WHAT 
HAPPEJSED? 


"TOUR GUÉST 
IS DEAD. , 


IE WAS BEHEADED. THE 
aM6'S ORDERS.ME 
STOLE THE QUEEN’S J 

ISK.LET. __ 


ISO.IT canihotbe 


/ FOOR KAISISA©, 
[ &HE HAS 
i' c \^AINTED^y 
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KO VAL AN 

SPOKC 

TOHE.R.. 


KflNNA&LWHY DO VOLI 
LOOK 50 SAD ? YOCJ’LL 
V JOlN ME &OON. > 


THEN HE D/ED !N HER ARMS. 


LOOK THE. 
SEVERED HEAD 
HflS JOINED 
THE BODV' 


KANNA&f W, 
REV/VED 8V 
THE. KIND 
MDALAN £ 
AND HIS fc 
W/FE. Æt 


■ NN HUSBAND, 
J A THIEF? 15 
THE KIN© MAD? 


fSPEAK TO I 
V MV LORD 

Jls— —< 














































YOUR KINØ («, fl AflURDERER. 

THIS flNRLÉT WlLL PROVE 
V ICOVALFIN’S INNOCENCE., 


ff CHOWDS FOLLOWED <V9 NNfiQ! /?S 
YE CHmQ£D TOWflfitDS THE PfiLftCE. å 


HER HUSBAND 
COULD NEVER. 
BE A tHIEF, j 


WHflTfl NOØLE 

v vvoMflN | y 


ARE THERE NO WI5E MEN 
OR PURE WOMEN IN THIS 
REALM? WHY DIOr-pT THEY 
. SAVE TYKH HUSBAND? > 























fij Lfisr 5HE REHCHED THE Q/WS QF THE PftLACE 


<30 AND TELE TOUR. KING 
THflT fl WOWVRN SEE(CS 
OUSTICE.HER. HUSBAND 
HftS BE EN K.1LLED UNJUSTLV. 


/»5 KfiNNfl&l ST&OOE FORWARD MENEC/N&Ly 


THE WRATH OF 
THE SODS WILL 
k_.BE ON VOu. 

:Jfc=-,--'-T 


CUR- fclN<3 HAS 
L BLUNDERED. . 


WE WANT 
dUSTICE. 














































MV LORD, A NOBLE 


WOWflN 15 AT THE 
GATES. £>HE SAVS 

HER HU5BAND HA: 
k BEEN ICILLED 
UNJUSTLV. 


LET HER. IN. I’LLSEE 
THAT JU5TICE 15 
.DONE.WHO 15 5HE? 


W l HAVE CO/VIE FROM THE CHOLA 
r KIN6D0M, FflAAED FOR ITS jf 
UNERRINO JUSTICE,TO A f 

WN6DOM WHEIsp^-rWi . 

JU5TICE SEEMS i' i',> 
TOKUN- Jj : ' 7 / 

L kjnOWN. / IV 



MV INNOCENT HUSBAND TRlED TO^ 
SELL AN ANtCLET.5QMEONE CALLED 
HIM fl THIEF AND VOU.O UN JUST , 
KJN(S,&EMEADED HVW WITHOUT ^ 


m 


li 





























50 'VOU rtRE THE THIEF'S WlPE 
HE STOLE TH^./WN QUEEN*S 
GOLD flNKLET WHfCH HAS > 
PEARLS INSIDE. — 


W WV 60LC 
r ANKLET Hfl 
DlflMONDI 
INSIDE. HÉS 
15 THE 5ECO 
t OF THE PfllS 


5 HE 7VOK THE HNKLET FfZOM THE Wø fl/VD SRO«F 
/T. 7/Æ D1HMOND 5 L/)V åCfiTTEREO QV 77/f FLOOR ., 
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tRCOME 8Y Hl 5 se/vse or 
ULTJHE K//W& Feu. Dem. 


~ FOR. ft CHfl&TE A. k 
WOMAN THERE 15 NO ) 
UFE flFTER THE > 
DEflTH OF HER HU5BftND. 
I WIUL FOLLOW MIM. 1 


|HftT hfiVE 1 DONE ! 1 HAVE) 


m 

ø 


■1ED flIN INNOCENT^^^ 
»N.ICflN 


lk 


så 

jNLY BY MY .j5@BgWiC~> L 

11 L 

i J« 





IF [ HN1 THE CHflSTF WIFE OF flis] 

( irHNOCENT MflN.LET FHI5 
L CLIRSED CITY BURN TO i J feS 
U flSHES IN THE 
f\ FLHME5 OF MY // / 

■I VVRflTH, / 


kANNfiø/'f} /?/vøae i mas 

fr nPPEfiSED. S/Æ REflCHED 
£ PftLBcE ®ffTE$ aNU ' 


























LET THE OLO, THE 
PI&A8LED mO THE 
V CHI LOREN BE , 
SPfSRED. S 

■>*? I?I : 


























r 60DDZSS OF MftDURfV CftME DCWN. 


LOTEN TO MF, 
O KANNAOI. 
THE ICIN& 

NOT AT FflULT, 


tT 15 YOUFi > 
©PjAND’S 5IN 
fl PREYOI& 
TH THflT HAS> 

0U6HT A60UT 
tb TRA6EDY. 





















"KOVftLftN vvnz> ONE OF THE PmOYF KrfVø’5 pOLO/fHO 
HE 8ROU6H7 A8QUT THE QEP.TH QF /W IUHOCEMT rtflflW.. 


WHOE>£ WIFE CURpEO H!M 


I F I m THE PURE WIFE OF AN 
INNOCENTMAN.VOU AND 
VOUR WIFE 6HALL KNOW J 
v THE FAIN THAT IS /tø 
NOW OUfELS. \ V 






\F7 

i /> 

yT / La 

JH/ n| 

HF J L 





KFNNft&t UNOERSTOOD 


Y BLE5S US, ^ 
f O &ODDESS. 

RELEASE US 
FROM THE THROES 
OF THIS CURSE. , 











































j >OU WILL SO TO 
HEflVEN WITH '/OUR, 
HUSBAND. HE WILL 
CO/VIE DOWN AND 
TflKE. YOU.MADURfll 
. WILL BE REBUILT. , 


KANNASI ,WC ARE NOW 
FREE OF ALL EARTHLY 
PAIN& AND PLEASURE5 


r 

fiS PROM ISED SY THE 
<3000556, KOVfiLfiN 
CfiME DO WN IN fi W/N&ED 
CHfiR/OT. | 
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YEflRE LATER,TEMPLE S WERE BU/LT TO HONOUfZ THE DIVtNITY OF 
KANNflei. EVEN TO THtO DEY PEOPLE WOR3H/P HER.. r~^ " 
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